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afford a horror than pleasure, as time and other circumstances
have produced a scene which only serves at present to excite
a melancholy reflection of the instability of human things.
The place, they say, had some inhabitants till within these
four years, but now totally deserted1, every company of Arabs
in their passage despoiling them at pleasure and otherwise
contributing to render their situation intolerable. At a small
distance there is another town called Suckna2, which is in-
habited. At Jaiba is a spring of hot water3; from hence to
Suckna six hours of a caravan, and from Suckna to Tadmor
or Palmiza4 fourteen hours; those famous ruins bear of us
here S.W.
We got acquainted today with an "inhabitant of Arachba,
who informed us there are many ruins about this part of the
country, but none that bespeak any magnificence or very
great antiquity, for as to Tabia which I have expressed so
much concern at not visiting, he assures us that little else
besides the tower and ruins pertaining thereto are of stone,
the rest being only earth. He says the country about the
Euphrates, from whence we are not above a days journey,
so abounded formerly with towns and villages that only
between Dier5 and Arachba, which is also a days journey,
there were upwards of 300, whereof scarce one at present
remains entire6.
1  Inhabited in 1691 at the time of Lanoy's and Goodyear's second visit.
Niebuhr reported it destroyed in about 1730-40.
2  Sukhne: once a town, now a poor village; it has hot springs, hence
its name, and a fortress. Doubtless once one of the Roman frontier block-
houses, and always a station on the caravan route from the Euphrates to
central Syria.
3  The springs are sulphurous, there is no evidence of the excellent
water from which it is supposed to take its name. 'Tiebe, so called, as
they say, from the goodness of the waters, the word signifying good, but
we found them not so over excellent' (Palestine Exploration fund Quarterly,
1890, p. 296, from the original manuscript of Dr William" Halifax,
4 Relation of a Voyage to Tadmor in 1691').
*  Palmyra.                                  5 Deir ez Zor: 70 miles away.
*  His informant was correct. The section of the Euphrates Valley
referred to is that where the Khabur joins it, and is a region abounding
in historic names.   Jt was actually the Eastern frontier of the Roman
Empire   under   Diocletian.    Circesium  and Rahba  probably vaunted
considerable * magnificence * in their great days, and the sites must have
had an antiquity much older than Rome.